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Report from the council  
 
Things have begun to return to something a bit more like “normal” since our last Parish 

Forum and it is great that we have been able to hold our monthly meetings in person rather 

than via Zoom. I took over the position of Chairman in May 2021 for a year and will be 

standing down in May 2022. Some of the areas the Parish Council have been involved with in 

the last year are as follows: 

 

Playing field 

The play area is still being enjoyed by the younger residents of the village (and hopefully 

their parents!). In the last year we have installed new litter bins with lids which has stopped 

the problem we had with birds scavenging in the bins and causing a mess. We have also had a 

couple of areas of the play surfacing repaired, however there is still a problem with some of 

the edging of the surface coming away which we hope to deal with shortly. 

 

Planning 

The Parish Council continue to be consulted on all planning applications in the village and 

each application is discussed in some detail before any comments are made. During the 

period, most applications considered have been for house extensions and alterations.  

There was an application for a development at the car park at the Half Moon pub which the 

Parish Council objected to which was subsequently withdrawn. 

The proposed large solar farm to the north of the village has not yet led to a Planning 

application being made. 

There has recently been a further application for a battery storage facility near to Grendon 

Lakes which the Parish Council will discuss at their meeting on 25 April 2022. 

Planning permission was granted for the construction of one new dwelling in the village in 

the last year. 

 

Other Village facilities 

 

The Parish Council were delighted to see the Half Moon re-open in December 2021 and wish 

every success to our new proprietor Anne. Thanks, should be expressed to the hard work of 

the Friends of the Half Moon in getting the pub registered as an asset of Community Value  

The Parish Council continues to support the Village Hopper Bus service, organised by 

Cogenhoe & Whiston Parish Council which provides a valuable transport link for some 

members of our community. 

 
Allotments - Cllr Herron 

 

2021/22 has been a busy year at the allotments, following cutting back of the southern 

boundary hedge and much clearance work we have been able to create 3 new plots, all of 

which are now occupied.  Another plot was vacated during the year and a new tenant now 

tends that. We currently have one name on the waiting list. The positioning of the new plots 



has left a working corridor along the boundary hedge which will make future cutting back 

much easier. In total we now have 13 occupied plots. 

We suffered some damage to trees from the winds on 31.10.21 and a huge thank you to 

everyone who came out to help clear up, especially to Tom Atkins who helped with his 

chainsaw. 

Unfortunately, the lawn mower that we have owned for many years is now beyond repair so 

in the short-term the grass contractor is cutting the main paths, the council are trying to 

source a reconditioned mower. 

 The allotments have proved costly to maintain for the last couple of years. Plots have been 

vacated without proper clearance which has meant that the council has had to pay to have 

them cleared and to prevent this from happening in the future all new tenants are being asked 

for a deposit that will be returned when they vacate their plot assuming it is left as they found 

it. 

 Following advice from Peterborough Diocese, work continues to turn part of the allotment 

gardens into a new burial area at the northern end, the churchyard extension is nearly full, and 

the Parish Council has a duty to find further burial space to avoid resident's having to be 

buried in Wellingborough.  Having exhausted every other option this is the only land owned 

by the council in the village, so the plan is for a new cemetery area to be created at the 

northern entrance. The allocated area should provide capacity for at least the next 25 years 

and will not impact upon the number of available allotment plots. 

Speed signs – Cllr Howell 

The solar powered speed sign is working well in its permanent position between the brook 

and Blackmile lane. One feature of this unit is that it records statistics of the number, 

frequency and speed of vehicles as shown by the charts below. As you can see around 75% of 

vehicles are driving at or below the speed limit, however that still means that 1 in 4 are 

exceeding it, in fact there have been a few instances of the recorded speed being in excess of 

70 MPH!! We will be continuing to monitor this situation and will now have some hard facts 

if we wish to push for further traffic calming measures. 

 



 

The old speed sign is still in operation and is now being moved between its possible sites and 

having the battery changed by Steve Tilley, so our thanks go to him. We are also intending to 

install an extra mounting pole for this sign in the grass triangle at the junction between 

Church way and Manor Road so that we can warn drivers coming up the hill into the village 

from the Cogenhoe direction. 

 

Unitary authority 

Our Unitary Councillors have attended our Parish Council meetings on a regular basis and 

kept us up to date with events at North Northamptonshire Unitary Authority which came into 

being in April 2021. Parish Councillors and the Clerk have attended Unitary & ward forums 

to keep up to date with everything that is going on in the authority and the ward. 

 

Grants 

There were no applications for grants from the Parish Council in the financial year 2021/22. 

The council is awaiting the outcome of an application to North Northants Council for a grant 

of £5000 to turn the copse area by the brook into a Jubilee Pocket Park. 

 

Grendon Times 

The Grendon Times newsletter has become a monthly publication sent to residents on the 

database and made available via the website. A few residents who have no internet access 

receive a paper copy. This has aimed to keep residents fully informed about the work of the 

council. 

 

 

Finance – Cllr Herron 

 

The Parish continues to be in a very healthy financial position. The bank balances at the end 

of the financial year (31/3/22) stood at £33,450 up from £30,269 the previous year. Included 

in these reserves is a Pathfinder grant that was obtained during financial year 19/20 

amounting to £3,000 that must be spent on a upcoming drainage project. In addition, there is 

an outstanding loan of £480 at 31/3/22 which has now been repaid to Salix Finance for street 

lighting expenditure. This loan has now been fully repaid. The accounts for the financial year 

21/22 have been scrutinised by the internal auditor without any issues raised, which, again, is 

a credit to our Clerk who manages the finances of the Parish Council. The Councillors 

continue to acknowledge that the reserves of the Parish Council are at a high level but are 

taking a very cautious view on future expenditure given the current economic climate, rising 

inflation and any unplanned expenditure as a result of the Unitary Council. This cautious 

approach ensures that the Parish has sufficient funds to allow for any one-off or emergency 

spending or any additional local service costs, that the village requires for the coming year. 

As mentioned previously the allotments did require some significant funding this year.  

 

Given the level of reserves it was unanimously agreed by the Councillors not to increase the 

precept from NNC and therefore there was no increase to the Parish element of your council 

tax. 

 



The Councillors are also open to suggestions to support or improve the public amenities of 

the village and you may have seen improvements to bins and seating at the playing field. We 

are currently obtaining quotes to add a further street lamp on Main Road where there is a dark 

spot, this is likely to cost approx. £2500. Any suggestions for other improvements around the 

village will be gratefully received and properly considered.  

 

The Councillors continue to be satisfied with the level of reserves held and the financial 

results for the 21/22 financial year. The end of year accounts for 2021/22 can be viewed in 

Appendix 1. 

 

Future plans 

The Parish Council are always keen to receive feedback from residents and if you have any 

suggestions for issues that need addressing or improvements that could be made in the 

village, please let us know. 

 

A few words of thanks 

Firstly, thank you to Deborah for all the work she does for the village as Parish Clerk and for 

the very efficient way she does all this. Thank you also to my colleagues on the Parish 

Council, the meetings are always conducted in a good spirit with contributions from all 

Councillors. Thanks also to our Flood Warden Tony Knuff and our Footpath Warden Trevor 

Higgs. 

Finally, thank you to everyone who contributes to the life and well-being of the village, 

whether it be by helping to run village organisations, supporting social and fund-raising 

events, taking part in the annual litter pick, or cutting the grass verges. 

 

Councillors who have served on the Parish Council in the past year are as follows 

 

 Responsible for 

Cllr Lee Butcher Chairman 2021-22 

Cllr Martin Howell Playing Field, Automated Speed Sign & Finance working party 

Cllr Martyn Smith Finance working party 

Cllr Martin Herron Internal Control Officer & Finance working party 

Cllr Phil Mason Sand & Gravel Rep 

Cllr Callum Dow Deputy Chairman 

Cllr Jason Codner  

Cllr Katherine Crabtree  

Vacancy  

 
  
     
 



 

Grendon Parish Council

Summary of accounts year ended 31 March 2022

Final Original 

Results Budget

Income as detailed below (excluding VAT) £16,402.20 £16,110.00

Income from grants, loans and donations as detailed below £240.86

£16,643.06

Expenditure as detailed below (excluding VAT) £14,830.08

Surplus for the year £1,812.98

Income

Precept £15,500.00 £15,500.00

Allotment Rent £475.00 £385.00

Playing field rent £225.00 £225.00

Interest received £2.20

Allotment deposits £200.00

£16,402.20 £16,110.00

Income from grants, loans and donations

NCALC AMP project 240.86£                   £240.86

£16,643.06

VAT refund for 2020/21 received in 2021/22 £2,129.19

Total income £18,772.25

Expenditure

Clerk salary £3,652.00 £4,100.00

Clerk expenses £298.72 £350.00

Streetlights electricity £1,240.28 £1,200.00

Streetlights Loan repayment Salix Finance £960.00 £960.00

Streetlights maintenance and replacement £47.70 £300.00

Grass cutting £2,284.00 £2,180.00

Playing field maintenance £547.50 £1,500.00

Grit Bins £150.00

Rent for playing field £430.00 £430.00

Water & maintenance for allotments £2,001.79 £600.00

Meeting room hire £144.00 £192.00

Audit fee £200.00

Membership subscriptions £667.30 £700.00

Training £44.00 £100.00

Grants (section 137) £700.00

Insurance £845.09 £830.00

Website £460.00 £460.00

Other costs £1,207.70 £500.00

Local Government reform NIL £600.00

£14,830.08

VAT (to be reclaimed) £760.75

Total expenditure £15,590.83 £16,052.00

Reconciliation of bank balances for year ended 31 March 2022

Current account balance 31.3.21 8,227.89£   

Business Reserve account Balance 31.3.21 22,041.36£ 

Total income for year £18,772.25

Less Total expenditure for the year £15,590.83

£33,450.67

Represented by

Unity Current account balance 31.3.22 11,407.11£ 

Nat West Business Reserve account Balance 31.3.22 22,043.56£ 

33,450.67£ 

Appendix 1 


